Theme 1:
Religion
Topic

Knowledge

St. Thomas's

Autumn 1
Christianity

Commandments

e To understand the reason
for rules at home and in the
community

e To understand how people
put these rules into practice

e To know how God gave
Moses the 10 Commandments

e To know Jesus’ New
Commandment and to
understand what it means to
Christians

e To reflect what the New
Commandment could mean in
the children’s own lives

e To read and reflect on the
Good Samaritan and how it
serves as an example of Jesus’
New Commandment

Autumn 2
Christianity

Christmas: Light

¢ Know how some
Christians use candles
to help them pray and
focus

¢ Reflect on the
meaning of the
Christian belief in Jesus
as “the light of the
world”

e Reflect and recognise
that sin is symbolised
by darkness

¢ Acknowledge that
some special religious
days are associated
with celebration and
joy whilst other events
mark sadness and
lament.

¢ Describe the key
events within the
Christian season of
Advent, the events
leading up to Christmas
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Spring 1

Judaism

Purism and the story
of Esther

e Explain what are
meant by High Holy
Days and festivals
within Judaism,
focusing on Purim.

* Be able to explain the
basis in the Bible and in
Jewish tradition of
Esther and Purim.

e Acknowledge the
importance of
redemption and
triumphing over good
in the story.

* Be able to describe
how festivals and holy
days are marked both
in the home and in the
synagogue.

e Explain how the
events of Esther may
have impacted the lives
of major characters.

Spring 2
Christianity

The Significance of
Easter

e Explain how these
are linked to the
biblical stories about
Jesus’ passion, death
and resurrection.

e Describe the key
events within the
Christian season of
Lent, the events of
Holy Week and the
celebration of Easter
Day.

e Connect the Easter
story with Christian
doctrines and
practices, such as
salvation, penance and
reconciliation, heaven,
forgiveness, eternal
life, imposition of
ashes, foot-washing
and Eucharist.

e |dentify the meaning
of the key symbols
found it artistic

Summer 1
Islam

Ramadan

¢ Speak about the
Islamic belief in Allah
as the sole and true
God who is alone as
the Creator, sustainer
and judge of all.

¢ Express how
important the Qur'an,
Ramadan and the two
Eid festivals are.

¢ Explain how Muslims
celebrate Eid.

¢ Retell some stories
about the Prophet
Muhammad

e Express an
understanding of why
the beliefs, practices
and belonging are so
important in Islam.

¢ Appreciate how Islam
impacts on life within

Summer 2
All

Signs and Symbols

¢ Speak about the
importance of symbols
in most faiths.

¢ Describe the biblical
origins of specific
symbols (cross, fish,
lamb, lion, rainbow
etc).

¢ Explore the
significance of the
cross and how it can
mean different things
to different
denominations

¢ Speak about the
similarities and
differences between
symbols in other
religious traditions.

¢ |dentify the meanings
associated with the
features of a church.

¢ Reflect on the
feelings and emotions
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including the
Annunciation and the
celebration of
Christmas.

e Explain how these
are linked to the
biblical stories about
the Nativity.

e Connect the
Christmas story and
light with Christian
doctrines and
practices, such as
salvation, love,
penance and
reconciliation,
forgiveness, heaven.

* Explain how many
Christians mark the
liturgical year and why
this observation is
important to them.

e Explain how the
events of Christmas
may have impacted the
lives of the major
characters included
within the biblical
story.

e Articulate their own
response to the stages
in the narrative and
identify where these
connect with personal
experiences of hope,
joy and celebration.

* Propose questions
for exploration
associated with the
story and suggest
responses based on
their own insights.

* Be able to describe
why certain days are
important within
religious traditions and
explain the significance
of this principle in
Judaism.

e Articulate their own
personal responses to
the patterns of
believing, behaving and
belonging in Judaism
that are exhibited in
connection with Purim.

e Reflect on strong
female role models in
the Bible focusing and

representations of the
crucifixion and the
resurrection.

e Express the
significance of Jesus’
death and resurrection
for Christians

e Explain how many
Christians mark the
liturgical year and why
this observation is
important to them.

e Explain how the
events of Easter may
have impacted the lives
of the major characters
included within the
biblical story.

e Articulate their own
response to the stages
in the Easter narrative
and identify where
these connect with
personal experiences
of sorrow, lament, joy
and celebration.

* Propose questions
for exploration
associated with the
story of Easter and

the Muslim home with
reference to Ramadan

¢ |dentify those
aspects of Islam that
are praiseworthy and
from which those of
other (or no) faith can
learn.

¢ Pupils should be able
to highlight the
similarities and
differences between
Islam and other
religious traditions

generated by
significant symbols.

¢ Express the
significance of Jesus’
death and resurrection
for Christians

¢ Examine how the
symbols are linked with
Christians’ worship

Reflect on how the
symbols connect and
reference important
themes in religion:
sorrow, holiness etc



Theme 2
Religion
Topic
Knowledge

St. Thomas's

Christianity

Parables

e Explain what a parable
is and compareittoa
normal ‘story’

e Explain why the events
associated with the
parables are so

important to Christians.
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e Articulate their own
response to the stages
in the Christmas
narrative and identify
where these connect
with personal
experiences of hope,
joy and celebration.

comparing Esther to
Mary, Mary Magdelene
and Ruth.

® Propose questions
for exploration
associated with the
story and suggest
responses based on
their own insights.

suggest responses
based on their own
insights.

¢ Be aware of and
sensitive to the faith
that Christians hold
regarding the death
and resurrection of
Jesus and recognise the
centrality of these
beliefs within the
church

eAcknowledge that
some special religious
days are associated
with celebration and
joy whilst other events
mark sadness and
lament.
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e Recall and describe
some of the parables
that Jesus used in his
teaching and explain
their meaning.

e Explain the inspiration
that Jesus has provided
for Christians and non-
Christians during the
history of the church
through his parables,
teaching and example.

e Explain why the
teaching of Jesus was
considered so radical
and revolutionary and
the reason that his
message provoked
opposition from the
Pharisees.

e Explain how the events
of Jesus’ life have
provided inspiration
with the visual arts,
film and poetry.



